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ABSTRACT | - SR ‘ a
® Females who were poor outnumbered males by more than
four million in 1975. The 15 million females, living in poverty - ' . =

a¢counted for three Qut of five pers s (fifty- e1ght percent) who *
were poor ir the United States. Advance data for 1976 ifdicate that
more tRan +en million women aged sixteen and over had lou incomes, -

and that these women accounted for nearly two out of three poor
persons. Xkbout one-third of all families headed by women were poor
(median income: $2 926)-~more than five times the rate for male-head -.
fanl}les--and although women Vere: only fourteen percent of all famiiy
heads, they made up, fotty-eight percent of all’ poor fau;ly heads., The
poverty status of.a female-head family ‘fs directly related to the
numpber of family membersi fifty-four percent of the families with

f1£e membérs and sixty-five percent g}th seven or more persohs were
poapr. There are ‘'several reasons why pQverty. is moré prevalent among
women: (1), Women characteristically have louer earnings than men .
(1976 ‘mediar earnings--women, $8,312; men, $13, 859). (2) uomen have -
higher unemplogment rates; (3) respon51b111t1es for the care of -
children restrict their employment; and (4) women have greater
ldnqev1ty t han men (poverty is greatest among .the aged). (Statystical
tables of :upportlve data are interspersed throughout this Yreport.
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Improvements in the U. S. economy’ sifce 1975 are reflected in the

declrne in. the-number of persohs with low incomes.l/ Between 1975 and

1976 the number of poor persons decreased from 25.9 million to 25.0

~ million. 2/ This. is the first decrease since 1973 when there were about

. 23-miliion poor persons ) '3 D . .

.‘5014}345

. § The poverty raté--the percentage: of d1} perdons with incomes belew ‘
theglow-income level--also decreased from 12.3 percent in L975 to 11.8 . . ;~

. percent in 1976.. However, regardless of this improvement in the economy,ir .
there still are sizable portlons of our population who are unable to pro- N

vide adequately for ‘thtmselves ot their famllles. T

v ' .

) ' Persbns in Poverty a .
. . . : . . . . o~ B . 4 )
LT "Females who wgre poor outnuthberéd males by more ‘than 4 million in .~
. 1975. tThe 15 million females living in goverty accounted ‘*for 3 out of -
. . 5 persons (58 percent) who were- poor in ghe United States. Advance data -
-for 1976 .indicate that moyes than 10 million women age 16 and over had,
low incomes, and that these women aceounted for nearly 2 out 3 poor per-.

'
.sons (table 1), Poverty is more preValent among women for several reasongi

'First, Jfking women characterfétically have 1ower earn%ngs than
} / working men., | In 1976 the. median earnings*of year -round full-time women
' workers ($8, 3&2) were only 60 percent:of men's ($13,859). The major e%k-
b E planation for the earnings gap between women and men is the relatively
greatey concentration of;womeﬁ‘in the low paying and low skilled occu=~
' - . pations--those in'Which advancement and upward mobility are particularly
limited, ° ) .
' N N
aEEas : 1/ The low income or poverty level classifies famllies and unre-
lated individuals who need assistance in providing themselves and others
- with the necessities of life as being above off below this level. It uses
cutoffs adjusted to take intg account such factors as family size, seXk
_and age of the family hegd, number gf children, and farm or nonfarm resi-
dence.- These cutoffs are also adjusted annually to take inflation into
account. In 1976 the low-income thresholds ranged from $2,313 for an un-
related woman age 65 and over living on a farm, to $9,622 for a nonfarm
family of seven or more.persons headed by a man. The threshold-for a-
V' ' nonfafm family of four was $5,815 in 1976, about 6 percent higher than
S; the comparabLb 1975 1eve1 of $5,500.

A .
™ 2/ Data used throughout tth repott ar@-the latest availahle.
<& Only Timited data for.1976 were available at the time this report was

~  1issued.
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‘5; Second, women experience signlficantly higher® unemployment rates

- ,f; than men, which also makes it difficult for manv women to "work" their
'g“ way. out of povergy. In 1976 the’ jobless rate for women stood at 8.6 L
: - percent; for Wwen it was 7.0 percent. Women who headed families had am
) unemployment rate of 9.8 percent, while 25,6 ‘percent of the poor women * .
family heads were.unemployed. -The comparable rates. for male family
heads were 5. 0 percent and 15 9. percent respectlvely.
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> In additlon to having higher unemployment rates, women are more .
+  likely thﬁh then 'to become discouraged with job prospects and discontinue
" - . looking for work.. In 1976 about.590,000 women compared with 321,000 men’
) were so‘classified. Thus, many women who want. jobg are ‘not in the -labor
force (neither working nor looking for work) because they th#hk no jobs

: '//_3 " are available.. Algo, more women than men are working paid® time involun-
. taré&y Althphgh a number of these women want full-time jobs, they can:
\ Y find’ on1y part- time york. . v . b
v . ' Third, respon51b111t1es for the care of children, especially very
“young ch11dren, often restrjct employment and earping opportunities
. for many. .women. Expanded day care fa0111t1es-—both public and priyate-- |
would he}p to alleviate’this restriction.
-
Fourth becausé they have greager 1ongevity than men, women pre- ;
domlnate among those whose chances of being poor are the greatest--the
aged Although the poverty rate of women exceeded that of men in virtu-
ally every age group, the greatest differeptial occurred among thoge
persons 65 years and over.. Thert were' 2.3 million poor women and about
. 1 million pQor men in this age group (see table 1).
Ce . . ‘t . of
. Table 1.--Persons Living in Poverty, by Sex.anH Age, 1976.
. . ' . ; : I i
i .. . Number <. : ‘ . >
SO . . . (in thousands) Poverty rate L
/ Age Women' - Men ' Women Men .
A 4
. . Total, 16 years h .- oo - ’ -
and over 110,034 5,73  .12.2 W7 ¥
M ) : . h) ’ 1 .
. 16 to 21 years 1,785 1,341 14.4 1,1 ., - T
23 to 44 years © 3,640 2,098 4 © .10.7 16.4 / AN
- . 45 to 54 years ., 1,071 617, 8.9 - 5.5
. 55 to 59 years . . 590 342, ®10.4 L . 6.7,
.o 60 to 64 years CT622 - 350 12.6 8.0 ‘
_ 65 years and ovér 2,326 - 988 . 17.9 10.8 - \
) / ) ) . ‘ : '
’ ' Source! U.9. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the ’

»  Gensus: Current Population Reports, P-60, No/ 107. Septem-
ber 1977. (Advance ReporﬁO .
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. .Y Finally, sex discrimination prevents wgmen--both minority and
white-:from taking as full advantage of‘job market opportunities-as )
their male” cbunterparts Such discrimination is often based on notions

5

: that women cannot’ and should not f£fill the same jobs as men. ] .
) ) . ¢ *
. . Occupations

-

Among women who worked in 1974 the 1atgest numb€rs of those whe
/ " were poor were cemployed in the traditional, low paying occupa ions--
* ‘r service, clerical and gales, and prigate household work. ough the
= poverty rates of women exceeded those of men in virtually a11 occupa- °
' tion groups, the largest differentials were among those who were private
household workers and other service workers (seé table 2).-
- 6 . \

’
v .

- : . . ’

. Table 2. --Occupation Groups of Low-Income Wage and Salary Workers,
p . . - . by Sex, 1974

: . - .o v/
. o (Persons 14 years of age and over) ' .
. : . , S /
. . ’ . o Numb& Poverty - ~
"\ . (in thousands) rate .
’ Occupation group . . Women Men ' Women Man h
\J . * Y ’
1 Total : 2,731 2,457 637 4.6
- Prafessiondl and managerial workers 168 . 166 2.3 1.3
Clerical and sales workers 677 ~. 179 ,4.1- 2.7 -
Craft and kindred workers - 20 360 " 3,5 *3.3 P
Operatives, ffcluding transport 400' 599; . 7.3 4.9 -
Laborers, except farm _ . (4&3 ..7.1 9.9 .
Farm laborers, managers, . ! : :
and supervisors 113 - 288 23.3 .19.9 .
Service workers, except private . i " .
household ' ' 882 409 11.6 7.4
Private household workers ’ 437 6 21.7 6.9 .

[

! . . D < ! ' ~
. Source: U.S. bepartmentjsf Commerce, Bureau of the Census:
. Current Population Reports, P-60, No. 102. January 1976. -

.
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y: ' Education ° . . - A cor E
. Although womepn with low incomks were slightly better educated than ‘

_ their male counterparts in 1975, their rgte’of poverty was greater than . .
that of men. Women had completed a median of 10.2 years of schooling ° ’
compared with a 9.7 median for men, as showm im table 3. Black women o /
had completed an average of 10.0 years of schobling, nearly equal to the
10.2 years completed by white women. | . ,

. ' Furthermore, c%e poverty rate of women exceeded that.of men?fb; all
levels @f educational attainment, as. shown in table 4. . . . -

1" &
) .
- ~ - L
* .

.

Table 3.--Median Years of School Completed by Low-Income Persons,
by Age, Sex, and Race, 1975

4 3 . Al

) _ v

N Women - - Men o {

Age R Total White Black Total White Black

-+ : R \
-~ . g ‘

Total 10.2 -+10.2 10.0 9.7 10.0: 9.1
14 and 15 years 8.4 8.4 .8.4 g.1 8.1 8.1
16 and 17 years 10.2 10.2 10.0 9.8 10.0 9.6 \j
18 to 21 years 12,1 12.1 12.0 11.8 12.0 11.6 .
22 tQ 34 years 12.1  12.1 11.9 12.4 12.4 12,0 ~
35 to 44 years 10.8 10.8 10.8 J10.6 -10.8 9.2 -
45 to 54 years 10.3 10.6 9.6 9.3 9.6 8.5,
55 to 59 years: 9.7 10.3 8.5 8.6 8.8 6.9 .
60 to 64 years 8.9 9.2 7.6 8.4 8.7 6.6
65 years and over 8.4 8.6 5.9 7.5 8.1 4.5

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census:
Current Population Reports, P-60, No. 106. June 1977.
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.Teble 4.-gﬁducationa1 Attainment of Low-Income Persons, by Sex, 1975

[y

hY

(14 years of age and: over)f - ‘ ’

fo

// Educational attainpent'
Vd

v, 4 , N »
. " Number Poverty )
(in thousands) rate . ‘ .

Women ' _Men . Wopen‘ Mery

Y P

LI Total i
/ ) R ]
. No years of school completed
Elementary school
"1 to 5 yearsg
6 and 7 years

/ High"school‘

} // 1 to 3 years

¥

¢ 4 years

- .

. /College'(l year Qr more)

8 years . .

~ '}
10,726 6,573 ¥2.6
( 211 193 34.7
935 754 35,

6
. 14172 .851 . 25.8 18.4
1 74z§ 1,037 20.3 13,1

3,07 1,712 17.5 11.3 ..
2,52 1,142, 7.9 4.8 _

1,065. . 884 -~ 5.6 3.9

-y %

Current Populatldh Reports,

‘ . Black Women ‘-

« (4.4 million), the incidenc

percent of all ppor persons.

X : . Spanish-Origin Women .’
. . - ¥ N

spanish orlgln persons.

\\ ' Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the, Census: §
P-6Q, No.

Q;d.3 million) outnumbered 3’/’

national rate for all persons.

106. June 1977.

3

Desplte the fact that white women bel®w the poverty level in"1975
ore than 2 %o 1 sheir black counterparts )
f poverty among black women far exceeded ,
.~ . that among white women, “with ‘respect to the size of their populations.
' While black women represenoed only 6.1 percent of the total populatlon
they’ made up 17.0 percent Qf all thoge who were poortin 1975.' White
women, who were 45 percent of the total populatlon accounted for 40 = ..

. ~

-
»
« .

v

. More than one-fourth £26.9 percenc) of all Spanish-origin persons, . .
PR " both female and malg, had low incomes in 1975--more than -doub'le* the . P |
' However, more than half (53.6 Percent)’ & ’
of the women of Spanish origin whv headed families were pvoor. Members
* of these 1qw-1ncome familied accounted for 35 percent of all,‘oqr
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Families in Poverty

LY LN .

> .
N The number of poor families decreased from 5.5 million in 1975
Y to 5¢3 million in 1#76--nearly 4 pexrcent (see table 5). Of the 5?.7:~
million families‘in the United States in 1976, women.headed 7.7 m11¥1on.
EAL hoﬁgh women were only 14 pertent of all family -heads, they made up - ;
48 percent of all poor family heads. Further, black women, who a99§u2te
fér 4 pgrcent of all farfily heads, were 21 percent of all Fh?se with low
incomes.. Spanish-origin women headed 1 percent of all families but were

5 -perccnt-of.all poor,faﬁily heads. , ¢ . K .-

About .e-third of-all families headed by women were'poor--dore'
than five tines the 5.6 percent rite for, male-head £ ilies. About-'l
out of 4 families headed by a white woman, but 2 out Gf 4 of those‘ ,
’ headed by black women were poor. . ' : o o
Among uhrelated inddividuals 3/ who were poor in 1976, women out-
numbered men by slightly more than two.to one (see table 5). The in-
» . crease’ from 1975 to 1976 .in the number of poor females classified as
unrelated individuals was nearly & percent; among poor males it was more
than 7 percent. In terms of intome of poor unrelated individuals in

1976, the median for women wds $833 below th poyenty‘leve}, better thap a /
the $1,024 deficit for men. ’ - - , .
L g the 1,02 defielt for men. . T
+ Employment Status of,Faiily Heads . 4 .

Among women family heads who were employed in 1976, 891,000 (19.8
percent) were poor. Among employed black women family heads, jobs were
ran even less successful route out of poverty--an indication of the low *
+ paying jobs these women hold. There were 382%000 employed black female
. family heads with incomes below the poverty level, or 33 percent of all
employed black female heads of families. Even among blac% women who
" . - worked year round full time, 11  percent were poor, compared with 3 perg:-
cent of white vomen and 7 pércent of women of Spanish origin.

Income of Family Heads A . : . ‘ '

The mediad income of all low-income families headed by women in

¢ 1975 was $2,936, less than the $3,234 income of poor families headéd by’

men (see table 6.) For poor Spanish-origin families headed by ‘women,

the median income was $3,128; for‘s§milar black families, $3,;060; .and '
for similar white families, $2,847. ' )

) . . ks
° -
] ’ M . .- . a

3/, Unrelated indipiduals are persons (other than inmates of ~
instlitutjons) who are rot living with any relatives. For example, a { <
.wido¥% living alone or déth one Or moré persoas not related to her. N .
would be considered an unrelated individual. . ’ -

i
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) Lﬂg[‘able 5. --Low- Income Pergons, Families and Unredatéd Individuals
// ' by Race” and ﬁsk 1975 and 1976
‘ . S -
. . . . > (Numbers in ;hou§ands) .- -
n i L : . R S i
(\b Yy
\Persons, famllles, and . . Number Change
. unrelated 1nd1v1duals 1976 1975 ° Number)'Percent .
yoo, , - . ) oo
” . @ . , . ’
.. . . : v
. Petsons: S :
" Total - Y 24,975 25,877 - 8902 -3,5
White . . . 16,713 37,770 - -1,087 -5.9,
Black S 7,595 7,545 5 0.7
_ . Other taces s 667 562 © 105 18.7
.- Spanish origin 1/ . 2,783 2,991  -208 -7.0
$ F Families: n . . " s
Total . 5,311 5,450 -139 2.6,
Female head ) 2,543 ° 2,430 113 4.7
Male, head* - - ‘ 2,768 3,020 -252 -8.3
Whi te N . 3,560 3,838 -278 © -9.2,
' Female head . - 1,379. ¢ 1,394 =215 -1.1, .
. lee head ) 2,181 | 2,444 -263 -10.8'~
"Black 1,617 1,513 106 6.9
Female head ©1,122 1,004 118, 11.8
Male head ‘ r w - a 495 509 -4 -2.8
. Spanlsh origin 598 I 627 -29 -4:6
Female head €75 279 -4 -1.4
. Male head - © 323~ 348 . 825  -7.2
| Udrelated individuals: . o
_ \ “Tota] . k 5,364 5,088 256 5.0
' , Female : i 3,557 3,422 - 135 3.9
Male o ) . .01,787 -1,667 120 7.2
1 ) , /. T -

1/ Refers to persons in the continental United States who
dentified themselves as Mexican, Puerto Rican; Cuban, Central or
outh American,’or other-Spanish origin or descent. According to v,
he 1970 census, aggroximately 96 percent of the Spanish origln $
pulation is whlte . . . L
. Source: -U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census:

. Gugrent Population Reports, P-60, No. 107. September 1977.
(A vance Report) ) ’ ..
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X ) .--Median Income and.Income Per Family Member o L
Low-Income Families, by Sex, Race, and Spanish QOrigin of
ERRR T Family Head, 1975/‘ . ,
& * . . . ‘ . ,
l[ L] - ,lv . -
i - e Number of L g * Income per ! .
: families Median - .~  family’ .
Families (in thousands) Yncome *  member
' ) AY
. _All races: . T . .
7 Total . 5,450 . $3,105~ 3813 . ‘
" Female head o 2,430 2,936 + / 820 <
* . . Male head 3,020 3,234 - ) 807
» ) v '
_ . JWhite: ' ‘ . . .
Total 3.838 3,071 828 “
Female head . ~ 1,39 2,847 . 866
_Male head ) 2,444 . 3,188 809-.
] o~ - . oy
Black: . . : L .
¢ Total ’ 1,513 3,198 - 784 . .
Female heed 1,004 3,.060 767 . a -
yale head . 509+ 3,458 © 814 - >
Spanish origin: , ) .
: Total 627 .+ 3,484 872 Y
Female‘head . 1279 3,128 S ., 867
Male head LA T3 BN S L1 875 '
: - \
N Soyrce: U.S. Department of Com;erce, Bureau of the
Census: Current Population Reports, P-60, No. 106, June 1977. .
. 3 ' ' -~ ‘
‘Age of Family ‘Heads , - s
Families with female heads are more likely to be poor *ﬁ the héad ) ’ ‘\\
is youny (see table 7). Three-fifths of white women family heads age *

14 to 24 years wete poor in 1976. However, black and Spanish-origin
families headed by women were comsiderably more likely to be:poer than
families headed by white womedf in all age groups,

—t t

-

Although the poverty rates for all race groups tend to decline with
advancing age, ‘the rates for bldck fqmilyﬁheads decline much slower than
those for whites. For those pge 65 years d4nd over, black family heads

are five timed as likely to#be poor as thgir_white-counterparts. Limited
age group data for Spanish-origin families suggest that the poverty rates -
are high for older family heads. \ .7

-
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Tabl® 7. -:Perceﬂtage of Femalg-Head Famlllec With Low 552 S

’ ° - '\
Incomes ," by Age, Race, and Spartish Orn;}n of Famdly Head, .
L : . 1976 4
~ ] - . L - . = ’ o ¢
) . N . . . ..‘ ) - . . * ) ) . s
\ : ' ’ et . * . Spamish ’
« Age ";al ,* White, - Black origin -
- ] . . . ." - — . , . '
: Total 33.0 ° 25,2 52.2 ° 531 T
.. 14 tg 24 years 67.3° . 60.7 5.1 , @) ‘ ,
. . ‘ - 25 to 34 years 45.5 - 40,5 56.0 60.7 e
. ~735 to 44 years 34.2 ~ © 26.5- 51.7 50.8 - ) 'i .
. 45 td 54 years 222\ - 17.4 .3 43.9 o .
© 55 to 59 years 23.6.,  13.7 . - A a’n ot
K 60 to 64 years “13.2 8.0 5.2 . an
1+ % .65 years and over 14.4 » 8.3 38.9 . .@/)) . 1
: . - o, . ' >y
TR 1 - : — , .
, s . Y
. \ 1/ Base less than.75,000.
. Source: ~U.S. Department of Comﬁerce . Bureau of the ' @: .
Census: Cugrent Populatlon Reports, P- 60 No. 106. o .
June 1977, ° :
» p ‘e . ‘ . A
. . ~ « x
. ‘ size bf Family and Mumber of Children ; L, .
L * The poverty status of a female head family is directly related to - '
the number of family members. Twenty-thzee percent of all ‘small families
_ (tyo -members) headed by women were poor in 1975, while 54 - ‘pexcentfof the L. -
families with five members and 62 percent with seven or more ‘persons, |
were poor (see-table 8). Among blacR families with a woman head, 48 per- * ) N
cent of the two-persgn families-and 67 percent of the families w&th

seven or more persons were poonh. Of thé small families headed by Spanish-
origin women, 42 percent were poor. -
- A similar pattern occurred accord1ng to the number of children in
female-head families. 1In families where there were .no children under 18
years of age, only 8 percerny werd poor (see table'8). However, even
among small families with only one child 33 percent were poor; in the
families with five-or more children, 37 ’percent had low incomes. -

A -
.

L([C'.




Table 8, --Percentage of Female-Head JFapilied With ng ;‘

. Incomes, by Size of Family and ‘Number

Children Under 18 Year

Spanish

of Age, and by
igin,

1976

oglgelated
ce and

i

—

Size of family and °
number of children

Total

é,ahité

«

plack

-

Spanish *
origin

-~

“S*;e of /family:

.

AN

- ' .
Number of related chil- -
dren under 18 yeaf's’

No children , 8.3
1 child *32.7
2 children 41.9
3 childrén *55.3
4 chtldren 66.9
5 77.1

children or more

-

2 persons . 23.0

3 personsg 31.0
.4 persons j 42.7
5 persons 54.3

b persons 56.7

'~ 7 perdons or more 62.4

oo W

18.2
25.7

35.4
46.2
40.9
52.0

O WO & ou
DN O~ .O WO

A J

Source?’

Ve

November 1977

1/ Base Mss than 75,000!

U.S. Deﬁartﬁent of Coﬁmerceﬂiga;éau of the Census:
06.

-~

Current Population Reports, P-60, No.lj

o
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